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Auti-Slavery Reporter and Aborigines’ Friend. 


APRIL, I914. 


[The Editor, whilst grateful to all correspondents who may be kind enough 
to furn:sh him with information, desires to state that he is not responsible for the 
views stated by them, nor for questions which may be inserted from other journals. 
The object of the journal is to spread information, and articles ave necessarily quoted 
which may contain views or statements for which theiy authors can alone be held 
responsible. | 








Quarterly Hotes. 


It is satisfactory to be able to announce that the sum of 
£300, mentioned in our last issue as being required in order 
to close the year free of debt, has now been raised. Appeal was made to 
some tried friends of the Society to come to its assistance in view of the 
amount of good work accomplished during the year, and that appeal met 
with a favourable and encouraging response, for which the Treasurers are 
extremely grateful. We would again emphasize the importance of adding 
further regular subscribers to our list and our hope that all our members 
will do their best to interest others and induce them to join the Society. 


Finance. 


Tue chief interest in this question centres for the moment 
Portuguese eae A : 
Slavery. upon the arrest of Mr. Bowskill, into the circumstances 
of which the Society is determined to secure an exhaustive 
inquiry. The Parliamentary Committee has kept up a continuous stream 
of questions and ‘‘supplementaries” to Sir Edward Grey. 


Mr. Harris brought the question forward for the Society at the Free 
Church Congress at Norwich, and the Society trusts that resolutions will 
be passed and forwarded to the Government. 


It is anticipated that a White Book upon the question of Portuguese 
labour conditions will be published shortly. 


WE ask special attention to the questions and answers in 
H et = the House of Commons on the situation in the New Hebrides 
reported in this issue, which will show how serious the 

conditions are felt to be. 


At the end of last month a private interview was arranged in Paris 
for Mr. Travers Buxton and Mrs. Harris with certain influential French 
friends of native races in that city for exchange of views as to the steps to be 
taken for an amelioration of the present state of things, and a frank conver- 


sation on the whole question, which will, we believe, bear good fruit. 
‘ee 
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We hope for valuable results also from the Conference of missionary 
bodies and others interested in the New Hebrides which was called by our 
Society on March 31, and promised to be of considerable interest. 


Mrs. Harris has again been to Switzerland, and under 
the auspices of the Swiss ;League has been enabled to 
deliver addresses and hold meetings on anti-slavery sub- 
jects in Berne, Basle and Zurich. We hear that the meetings attracted large 
audiences and aroused much interest. 


Meetings in 
Switzerland. 


It will be remembered that the Society was last year in- 

oan — formed in a communication from the India Office that Lord 

System. Y Crewe was calling for a report from the Government of 

India on this question. We are glad to learn from the 

official reply to a recent question in Parliament that the report was expected 
before the end of March. 


We are very sorry to see that the Directors of the Welsh Calvinistic 
Mission, to which Dr. Peter Fraser, who has made such a bold stand in Lushai 
against the system, belongs, has declined to send him back to take up his 
work in the district. Dr. Fraser was asked by the Directors at the general 
meeting to answer “ unconditionally”” whether he would promise to 
co-operate with the missionaries in India, and with the Executive Committee 
at home. His reply was “ Yes, as far as practicable in my field of labour,” 
but that he dared not surrender his conscience and liberty of speech and 
action unconditionally to others. The Chairman then told Dr. Fraser that 
they were not able to send him back to India. 


WE draw attention to the special article this month 
upon “‘ Native Races and the Dignity of Labour.” Our 
subscribers and friends will, we feel sure, appreciate the 
importance of the figures produced in this article. 


Special 
Article. 


; WE are glad to announce a second and cheaper edition of 

Dawn in this work by Mr. Harris, and also that by an arrangement 
Darkest : ; 

ition with the Committee, members of the Anti-Slavery and 

Aborigines Protection Society may now purchase copies 

at 5s. each. As the supply at this price is limited, requests will be met in 
order of receipt. ° 


The Wew hebrides Situation. 


THE Society has been devoting special attention to this grave question. 
For years past it has been in communication with the Colonial Office on 
the increasingly unsatisfactory reports received from the Islands, but no 
effective step towards reform appears to have been taken. We have been 
informed that H.M. Government has not failed to propose negotiations of 
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a delicate character with the French Government, but these have not yet 
resulted in a conference. 

The Society having now been referred by the Colonial Office to the 
Foreign Office, has taken steps to bring the whole question before the latter 
department, and has sent in a full statement to Sir Edward Grey, which is 
published separately and has been widely distributed among Members of 
Parliament, the Press, and among Societies and persons interested. 

Copies of this pamphlet can be obtained gratis from the Society’s Office. 


The reply from Sir Edward Grey is as follows :— 


FOREIGN OFFICE, 
February 23, 1914. 
GENTLEMEN, 

With reference to your letter of the roth instant drawing attention to 
the present situation in the New Hebrides, I am directed by Secretary Sir 
E. Grey to state that the circumstances referred to in your letter have 
already been brought to his notice and that His Majesty’s Government, who 
are fully alive to the importance of the question, are in communication with 
the French Government on the subject. 

I am, etc., 
(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 
To the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society. 


The Times correspondent at Melbourne reported an important meeting 
held in that city at the end of last year under the auspices of the Presbyterian 
Church, at which Mr. Watt, late Premier of Victoria, presided, and the follow- 
ing resolutions were passed :— 


(1) That this meeting expresses profound regret at the admitted failure 
of the Condominium as at present constituted and administered in the New 
Hebrides, and asks that the Convention be strengthened and its terms 
equally enforced on all residents in the group. 


(2) Should the British and French Governments fail to reach an agree- 
ment on these lines, we urge that the only solution satisfactory to Australia 
is an honourable understanding with France, whereby the New Hebrides 
will pass under British control. 


(3) That no proposal for the settlement of the New Hebrides question 
be even tentatively entertained by the British Government without first 
giving the Commonwealth an opportunity of expressing its views. 


Another Australian telegram to The Times in February stated that pro- 
test meetings were being organized in Sydney against the rumoured partial 
cession of the New Hebrides to France, despite official assurances to the 
contrary. It will be seen from Sir E. Grey’s answer to a question in Parlia- 
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ment that there is no foundation for such disquiet. Other questions and 
answers in the House relating to the New Hebrides are reported on another 
page. 


Steps have been taken by our Society to bring the question before an 
important Missionary Committee connected with the Edinburgh Confer- 
ence, viz., that on ‘‘ Missions and Governments.” With a view to effective 
united action with the Missionary bodies, a private Conference was arranged 
for the end of March, in which besides the Committee just named and 
our own Society, the ‘“ John G. Paton Mission Fund” and the Melanesian 
Mission, whose missionaries are at work on the islands, and other bodies 
and individuals interested, took part. 


We referred in our last issue to the indefiniteness and uncertainty of the 
jurisdiction of the Joint Naval Commission which tries natives in certain 
cases, and, according to a competent observer, has “‘ invented a jurisdiction 
of its own.” 

We also referred to the arrests of natives effected by the French 
warship, the Kersaint, on flimsy charges of extortion, in July of last 
year. 

We now learn that the Joint Naval Commission sat on December 20, 
and heard the cases of six natives who had been arrested and imprisoned 
on these charges, and sentenced them—or, to speak more precisely, ‘‘ recom - 


mended ”’ that they should be sentenced—to terms of imprisonment varying 
from one to six months. 


From correspondence which has been forwarded to us we learn that the 
native defendants were not allowed to be represented by counsel, even at their 
own charges, and that no witnesses were heard for the defence. It is con- 
tended that under the Convention of 1887 and the Declaration and Rules 
of 1888 the Joint Naval Commission has no power to sit as a Criminal Court, 
and that on this occasion it was irregularly constituted. In any case, the 
accused natives cannot be said to have had a fair trial, as they are unable 
to follow the proceedings of the Court and were not allowed counsel. Even 
the services of the official Native Advocate—who would seem to be appointed 
for just such a purpose as this—are not granted by the British and French 
Governments to natives accused before the Joint Naval Commission. The 
prisoners were condemned unheard at a trial held on a ship of war moored 


in the harbour, no public notice having been given of the sitting of the 
Commission. 


We are informed that the French officials contend that by Art. 17 of 
the Convention the Native Advocate can only assist natives before the Joint 
Court, and that he is consequently forbidden to go outside Vila. It is obvious 
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that the services of the Native Advocate are grievously restricted by such 
a construction being placed on the clause. 


In reply to representations made to him asking that the convicted men 
should at least be liberated on bail until the legality of their detention could 
be tested before the Courts (which were at that time in vacation for nearly 
two months) the British Resident Commissioner wrote that he had “ already 
urged the immediate release of those who were charged with extortion.” 
It must be remembered that these men had been in prison for several months. 





Rev. GeorcE Brown, D.D. (oF SYDNEY), VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE. AUSTRALIAN 
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATIVE RAcEs, 


Dr. Brown, who has just returned to Australia from a visit to this country, has contributed an important 
article on the New Hebrides Question to the Contem>orary Review for April. 


The Resident refused to interfere in the case of a native who had been 
recommended to six years’ imprisonment for murder, though there were 
special circumstances about the case which seemed to call for an exercise of 
clemency, the murdered man having threatened to poison four men, two of 
whom had subsequently died, and the man who killed him was appointed 


by a native council to do the deed. 
* 
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Slavery in Portuguese West Africa. 


THE arrest by the Portuguese authorities of the Rev. J. S. Bowskill, Baptist 
missionary at San Salvador, has brought the question of Portuguese slave 
labour into strong prominence, as there is no doubt that the native rising, 
and Mr. Bowskill’s subsequent arrest, arose primarily out of the Portuguese 
demand for forced labourers to go to San Thomé. The Society received 
private information from the Baptist Missionary Society some time before 
the news of the arrest came, that there had been trouble with the natives at 
San Salvador as a result of oppressive taxation by the Portuguese Chef 
de Poste, and a high-handed demand from the chiefs for 1,500 men for San 
Thomé. The chiefs refused, but the Portuguese made the native ruler, 
called the King of Congo, the tool, and as a result the natives, led by one 
Tulanta Buta, rose in revolt against the King, and numbers flocked to the 
standard. San Salvador was attacked and portions of it burned, and the 
mission station was turned into a place of refuge. Mr. Bowskill, as the 
senior missionary, and one who possessed the confidence of the natives, was 
appealed to by the Chef de Poste to approach the rebels and induce them to 
take part in a peace palaver. This Mr. Bowskill, at great pezsonal risk, agreed 
to do, and bravely went out tothe rebel lines, accompanied by a colleague 
and three Christian natives, with the result that Buta and his men dropped 
their guns and met the other side in conference. The King and his coun- 
sellors were exiled and peace restored for a time. Once more, however, 
trouble broke out, after the authorities had attempted further arrests, 
and again order was only restored when Mr. Bowskill and Mr. Ross Phillips 
had obtained an interview with the Portuguese Governor at Matadi, who 
sent a band of soldiers to San Salvador to restore order and supersede the 
Chef de Poste. Thus far the Missionary Society had been kept informed 
by letters from Mr. Bowskill, and the official information sent by the British 
Consul generally confirmed the account. 


Suddenly news was received by cable that Mr. Bowskill had been 
arrested. It is supposed by his Society that the arrest was an act of 
revenge on the part of some minor officials owing to the action of Mr. 
Bowskill on behalf of the oppressed natives. 


A number of questions have been asked in Parliament, the terms of 
which are reported on another page, from which the subsequent course of 
events can to some extent be traced. 


The Angola Sub-Committee of the Society met early in March and 
discussed the situation which had already been brought to the notice of Sir 
E. Grey before the arrest of Mr. Bowskill was reported. The General Com- 
mittee at the March meeting passed a resolution in the following terms :— 


‘‘ The Committee of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society 
desires to place on record its high appreciation of the courageous attitude 
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adopted by the Rev. J. S. Bowskill towards the oppressed natives of Portu- 
guese West Africa, and calls upon His Majesty’s Government to secure a 
searching and impartial inquiry into all the circumstances which led up 
to the arrest of Mr. Bowskill. 

“That this resolution be forwarded to His Majesty’s Principal Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Rev. J. S. Bowskill, and the Baptist 
Missionary Society, with an assurance to that Society of the whole hearted 
support of the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society in the task 
of securing justice for Mr. Bowskill.” 


As has been well stated in the Baptist Times— 


‘The immediate cause of the revolt was the attempt to enforce slavery 
upon the natives of the district. The cocoa islands must have their tribute 
of contract labour, and contract labour is slavery under a modern name. 
Under the influence of the Chef de Poste, the King of Kongo played with this 
hated thing, and so brought about his own downfall. This only calls the 
attention of the Christian world once more to the fact of slavery in the Portu- 
guese colonies.”’ 


The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society and the Bowskill 
Auxiliary at Nottingham have passed resolutions expressing their plea- 
sure at the action of the Anti-Slavery Society in regard to Mr. Bowskill’s 
arrest, and their appreciation of its decision to see the matter rigited. 


We are glad through the courtesy uf the Baptist Missionary Society 
to be able to publish a portrait of the arrested missionary. 





Rev. J. S. BOwWSKILL. 


A letter was addressed by the Society to the Foreign Secretary on this 
subject, and the following reply has been received :— 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 
March 13, 1914. 
SIR,— 
In reply to your letter of the 7th instant on the subject of the arrest of 
the Reverend J. S. Bowskillin Portuguese West Africa, Iam directed by Secre- 
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tary Sir E. Grey to state, for the information of the Anti-Slavery and Abori- 
gines Protection Society, that he has urged the Portuguese Government to 
institute a strict inquiry into the causes of the arrest, and that the British 
Vice-Consul at Boma has been instructed to proceed to San Salvador, as soon 
as he can do so with safety, and to report fully on all the circumstances of the 
case. 


I am to add that it is not intended to publish in the forthcoming Blue- 
Book any paper received after December 31st last, as the inclusion of such 
papers would only delay publication. 

I am, etc. 
W. LANGLEY. 
THE SECRETARY, 
ANTI-SLAVERY AND ABORIGINES PROTECTION SOCIETY. 


PAMPHLET BY M. CLAPAREDE. 


M. Réne Claparéde, our earnest and energetic corresponding member 
in Switzerland, who is President of the Swiss League, has published a pam- 
phlet entitled L’Esclavage Portugais et le. Journal de Genéve, which is a terse 
and effective contribution to the controversy on the subject. The brochure 
contains certain articles and lette1s which were published last year in the 
Journal de Genéve, the editor of which maintained that the accusations 
brought against the Portuguese Republic of encouraging a slave system 
in West Africa were unfounded, and that the arguments of the British 
Anti-Slavery Society had been completely met by the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, which had done everything possible for the welfare of the natives. 
M. Claparéde, who replied to the articles, pointed out in how one-sided a 
way the case was presented in the newspaper, and how fully the slavery 
charges were borne out by the.speakers in the House of Lords debate last 
summer. In the pamphlet the text is given of two letters addressed by the 
Secretaries of the Anti-Slavery Society to the Journal de Genéve, but not 
inserted in that paper, on the ground that they could not devote further 
space to ‘“‘ a remote colonial problem ”’ which was of interest to a limited 
circle of readers only. The impression left by the editorial handling of 
the subject was that the Portuguese Government had much the best of 
the argument, and that the British Government had reached conclusions 
adverse to the anti-slavery case. M. Claparéde, by his vigorous protest 
against the misleading quotations, the ignorance of facts and the prejudice 
which marked the treatment of the question in the Geneva journal, has 
once again rendered conspicuous and timely service to the cause. The 
pamphlet (copies of which can be had from the Society’s office) has received 
a good deal of notice in the Swiss Press. 


ce 
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SlavesTrading in Barotsiland. 


A REPORT has now been received by the Secretary of State from the Acting 
Administrator of Northern Rhodesia as to the convictions of natives engaged 
in slave trading in Barotsiland last year. News that the Barotse natives 
near the Portuguese border had been buying slaves reached the Resident 
Magistrate at Mongu, from the Native Commissioner, in January, 1913. 
Inquiries were made, and Chief Lewanika reported that two of his people 
had been buying slaves in exchange for cattle. The Magistrate emphasized 
the serious nature of the offence, which he said must be fully investigated, 
and addressed the Assembly at Lealui, warning them that the custom must 
be stopped, and the slave dealers brought to trial. Lewanika wrote in 
strong terms to the Assembly at Nalolo, and thirty men were in consequence 
sent ‘or trial, twenty-two of whom were convicted and sentenced to 
terms of impriscnment varying from two to twelve months, and one man 
was fined. 


- All these slaves, most of whom were women and children, had come, 
with one exception, from Portuguese West Africa; they were released 
and sent back under escort to their homes. Slave-trading is said not to be a 
custom of the Barotse; the facts suggested that the cases were merely a 
sudden recrudescence of the trade, and not an established practice, partly due 
to the lack of administration in Portuguese West Africa. Such cases did 
not occur in other districts where administrative control was complete, 
The Magistrate gave it as his opinion that any repetition of such slave- 
dealing was very unlikely, on the ground that the native Assembly consisted 
of ‘‘ shrewd men, mindful of their own interests, who would not welcome 
any diminution of their authority,” such as they had been warned would 
follow if they did not use it in stopping the slave traffic, and would therefore 
keep a careful watch against such occurrences in the future. 


The important point to note is that the slaves came from Portuguese 
territory and that the dealings appear to be due to want of proper control 
in Angola. It is hoped that H.M. Government will draw the attention of 
the Portuguese Government to the traffic and its evil results in British 
territory. 


>— 


Rubber Slavery in South America, 


In our last issue reference was made to reports received of the extremely un- 
satisfactory conditions of labour in the Beni district of Bolivia, where the 
peonage system involves abuses closely akin to slavery. 


Confirmatory evidence has reached the British and Foreign Bible 
Society in letters from their agents in the same district. One of them, Mr, 
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Sydney Smith, who is the only Protestant missionary engaged in mission 
work in the region, wrote in November last :— 


‘‘ The last journey which occupied more than three months, and from 
which I have just returned, was on the River Madeira. This river, with the 
Mamore, which is a continuance of the same, is the largest of Amazonian 
tributaries. We ascended in the steamer to the highest point available, 
the falls of Santo Antonio, and then travelled over the newly built Madeira- 
Mamore Railway ; afterwards passing over into Bolivia, and ascending the 
River Beni as far as Riberalta. 


‘‘ All this is a rubber zone. The prices of absolute necessities are 
exorbitant in the extreme. Often we were obliged to pay 6s. and 7s. for a 
single meal. . . . The poverty of the rubber gatherers can be.easily imagined, 
and often, though they manifested a desire to possess the Scriptures, they had 
no money to buy the same with... . 


““Many of these rubber gatherers are in virtual slavery ; especially is 
this so in Bolivia where nearly all who are employed in this work are Indians 
The Indians on the River Beni are paid at the rate of £4 a month. This 


soundsa fairly good wage for a labourer until one understands the exorbitant_ 


prices of everything in these regions. They are supplied with a liberal supply 
of liquor at the beginning which starts them off with a debt; after that 
according to Bolivian law they are no longer free till their debt is paid. 
Instead of paying the debt it only increases. They are bought and sold 
like slaves, their value being regulated by the amount of their debt. Neither 
is this all; for offences such as stealing and coming to work late they are 
cruelly beaten, sometimes receiving as many as 300 lashes with a raw hide 
lash,”’ 


Another letter received from an agent of the same Society on the Beni 
River writes of the conditions under which rubber is worked as being among 
the causes of the ruin of the country. The present low price of rubber 
hardly pays for the expense of getting it. He proceeds to describe the 
method of collecting the rubber. 


““ The system under which these “ seringueiros,”’ as the rubber gatherers 
are called, work and liveis deplorable indeed. Day by day, often before 
daylight, he makes his way into the forest to his ‘‘ estrada ”’ (a number of 
rubber trees in more or less regular order in the virgin forest) with his diminu- 
tive axe, can and rifle. Arriving at his destination, which is sometimes an 
hour’s journey distant, he commences tapping the trees. This is done by a 
small upward oblique incision with his iron axe (steel spoils the tree), which 
has a blade of about 1} inches in width. At the bottom of this incision a small 
tin is stuck into the bark to receive the white milk-like fluid. The average 
tree takes three or four of these incisions. This process is gone through with 
all the trees of the “ estrada,” in which occupation the “ seringueiro ’’ may 
have to walk several miles. He then turns back from where he started and 
empties the contents of the tins into his can and returns home again as fast 
as he can to fumigate the liquid before it coagulates. This latter process is 
done by pouring the liquid over a small paddle or stick and holding it over a 
dense smoke made by the burning nuts of the Urucury palm. At the end 
of the week he delivers the fruit of his labours in the shape of so many kilos of 
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rubber over to the owner of the property. He is paid a nominal sum for this 
rubber, generally about two-thirds of the market price after a liberal allow- 
ance has been deducted to allow for shrinkage. This is placed to his account, 
and he is allowed to take what stores he needs in the way of “‘ farinha,”’ dried 
meat, sugar, matches, etc.»on the strengthof the same. That is, if the pro- 
prietor has any stores in stock, or he is sure he will not run short for his own 
needs. The labourer rarely or never sees any money, and only at the end 
of the year are accounts balanced. Fortunate indeed is the man who finds 
himself on these occasions. with a balance in his favour; a most unusual 
occurrence. Nearly all goodsare sold to these men at from 100 to 200 per 
cent. above Para prices, which in turn are from 200 to 250 per cent. above 
English prices. .. .”’ 


> 





THE CRIMINALS OF THE PUTUMAYO. 


A LETTER was addressed to the Foreign Office at the end of December 
last asking whether the Peruvian Government had yet brought to justice 
any—and, if so, how many—of the principal criminals of the Putumayo, 
and further inquiring whether the Government intended to publish any 
papers dealing with labour conditions inthe Amazon Valley. The following 
reply was received :— 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 

SIR,— January 20, 1914. 

I am directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo regarding conditions of labour in the valley of the 
Amazon, and to inform you in reply that His Majesty’s Government have 
been kept informed by their representatives of the steps taken by the Peru- 
vian Government to bring to justice the principal criminals of the Putumayo. 
His Majesty’s Consul at Iquitos has reported that Armando Normand arrived 
there in custody on October 3 last, and was lodged in the prison at Iquitos. . . . 

The answer to the second paragraph of your letter is in the negative. 
I am, etc., 
RALPH PAGET. 


On this the following letter was sent on behalf of the Society :— 


To THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, 
SIR,— January 31, 1914. 

We beg to acknowledge your communication of the 20th instant with 
its enclosure. 

It is a matter of deep regret to our Committee that not a single Putumayo 
criminal has yet been brought to justice by the Peruvian Government, whilst 
out of some 250 warrants of arrest issued by Judge Paredes only sixteen 
individuals have been arrested, and of these only two or three appear to be 
in the long list of criminals in Sir Roger Casement’s report, which was in 
the possession of the Peruvian Government nearly three years ago. Ac- 
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cording to the telegram despatched by Judge Paredes on July 25, 1911, three 
persons in the list supplied to His Majesty’s Government have been in the 
hands of the Peruvian authorities for over two years, whilst the man against 
whom “ innumerable crimes” are alleged has been under arrest, owing to 
the activity of the Bolivian Government, since October last. The Committee 
of the Society believe that this failure of the Peruvian Government to admin- 
ister justice in a tragedy so appalling as the Putumayo horrors, cannot fail 
to bring grave reproach upon the name of Peru throughout the civilized 
world. We beg to express to His Majesty’s Government the appreciation 
of this Society for the manner in which they have been pressing upon the 
Peruvian Government the importance of arresting and punishing the criminal 
agents of the Putumayo. 
We are, etc., 
TRAVERS Buxton, Secretary, 
Joun H. Harris, Organizing Secretary. 


ACTION BY THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT. 


THE Society has been informed by the Legation of Colombia that the Colom- 
bian Foreign Minister has sent a circular to the diplomatic representatives 
of the Republic abroad proposing that the question of the treatment of 
natives and the suppression of the slave trade should be included in the pro- 
gramme of the Pan-American Conference in September. 

We are very glad to learn that the Colombian Government is following 
up its previous action on behalf of native peoples by making this appeal for 
foreign support. 





pe AOE A Se Hee 


THE PERUVIAN AMAZON COMPANY. 


The Official Receiver’s report in connection with the affairs of this 
Company was published last month, and provides valuable corroboration, 
from the purely business side, of the charges which were brought before the 
Select Committee and which formed the basis of its report. 


The “ system ”’ of the Company, which was taken over from the vendor 
Company, was such that ‘‘in its application the natives were reduced to 
slavery.” 


Of the phrase ‘‘ Gastos de Conquistacion ” which was so often men- 
tioned at the Parliamentary inquiry, the report says :— 


“It has since transpired beyond dispute that the amount does in fact 
represent expenditure by the Company to reduce the natives by force to 
conditions of slavery.”’ 


To quote the epitome of the report from The Times :— 


‘ The Official Receiver points out that the principal objects of the 
Company were to purchase rubber estates and other property owned by 
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J. C. Arana y Hermanos in South America, and to carry on business at 
Iquitos (Peru), Manaos (Brazil), and along the tributaries of the Amazon. 
During 1909 there were rumours as to the methods by which the Com- 
pany’s business was being carried on in the Putumayo, and a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons was appointed in March, 1913, 
to inquire whether any responsibility rested upon the British directors 
of the Company in respect of the atrocities in the Putumayo district. 
Having regard to the disclosures made before the Committee, it had 
been suggested whether the Company was not an illegal concern, but 
the Committee had found that although there were unlawful acts, they 
were done unknown to and were unauthorized by the British directors. 

In the Official Receiver’s opinion, the failure is due to the trading 
businesses and various estates sold to the Company not being of the value 
and not producing the profits set out in the prospectus, also to the lack 
of any effective control by the English directors, to their failure to 
ascertain the character of the business in the first instance, and to gross 
mismanagement by its directors, managers, and employees in South 
America. 

He is also of opinion that the directors’ estimates of the assets are 
wholly unreliable, being based on book values as in 1908. The finding 
of the House of Commons Committee would, he says, make it impossible 
for him, were it in his power to realize the interests in the Putumayo, 
to negotiate for the sale of a business over which no real controi could be 
effected, which may still in some measure be carried on under slave condi- 
tions, and therefore can have no lawful existence. Since the liquidation 
there has been a total of realizations amounting to {2,918 8s. 3d. No 
others are anticipated ; any dividend to creditors can only be of a 
nominal amount, and no return to shareholders is possible.” 


The words which we have italicized remind us how little ground there is 
for confidence that, as has been sometimes stated, the abuses in the Putu- 
mayo have all come to an end. This is a comfortable belief for which, we 
fear, there is an entire absence of real evidence. 


ilies 


Patliamentary. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
House OF COMMONS, 
February 12. 





NEW HEBRIDES. 
Dr. CHAPPLE asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether, in 
view of the continued delay in effecting reforms in the control of the New 
Hebrides, he will approach the French Government with the suggestion 


that a joint commission of inquiry be set up to investigate and report ? 
* % 
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Mr. Harcourt: The question of the steps to be taken for the improve- 
ment of the administration of the Condominium is receiving the earnest 
consideration of the French and British Governments, and His Majesty’s 
Government are in communication with the French Government on the 
subject. 


Sir C. KintocH-CooKE: May I ask whether the right hon. Gentleman 
has received a report of a meeting held in Melbourne and presided over by 
the ex-Premier of Victoria in regard to this matter ? 


Mr. Harcourt: Yes, I think I have. 


February 19. 

Sir GILBERT PARKER asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether complaints and protests have been made to him concerning the 
condition of affairs in the New Hebrides, of irregularities that occur in the 
carrying out of official regulations, and in the administration of justice ; 
and whether representations have been made to the French Government, 
which, under the Convention of 1907, is responsible with this Government 
for the public welfare of the islands ? 


Sir E. Grey: My attention has been called to the state of affairs in 
the New Hebrides, and we are in communication with the French Govern- 
ment on the subject as stated by my right hon. friend the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, on the 12th instant. 


Sir G. PARKER: Has it been brought to the right hon. Gentleman’s 
notice that greatly different judgments on criminal questions in the English 
and French Courts have had most seriously disturbing effects on the settlers ? 


Sir E. GREY: It has been brought to our notice that the Condominium 
has not worked very satisfactorily in that respect, and that is why we have 
entered into communication with the French Government with a view to 
devising some arrangement to meet the difficulty. 





February 19. 
Captain CLay asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if his 
attention had been called to the case of Judah, a native of the New Hebrides 
and a British subject, who was arrested by the French authorities on British 
territory without a definite charge being made against him ; whether Judah 
is still in prison ; and whether the British Resident Commissioner has taken 
any steps in the matter ? 


Mr. Harcourt: My attention has been called to the case of Judah, a 
native of the New Hebrides, but not a British subject, and I have asked the 
Resident Commissioner to send a report upon it as soon as possible. 
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February 25. 


Mr. Joynson-Hicks asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he received last year any Report on labour conditions in the New 
Hebrides ; and, if so, whether he.will make it public ? 


Mr. Harcourt : I have received no general Report for last year on labour 
conditions in the New Hebrides, but the question is one of those which 
still engages my most careful attention. 


Mr. Joynson-Hicks asked the right hon. Gentleman whether Dr: 
Borgesius, the native advocate appointed under the Condominium Govern- 
ment of the New Hebrides, has complained that he is hampered in every way 
by the French officials from assisting the natives; whether the French 
officials have forbidden Dr. Borgesius going outside Vila, the capital, on 
business connected with his office, contending that his duties, as set forth by 
the Convention, do not warrant his assisting natives otherwise then before 
the Joint Court ; whether it is the contention of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment that Article17 of the Convention was intended to convey that the 
native advocate is free to assist the natives in any way he can; and, if so, 
whether the Government will send telegraphic instructions to the British 
Resident Commissioner to that effect ? 


Mr. Harcourt : The subject referred to is one of those which it is hoped 
may be discussed with the French Government. In order that the issue of 
that discussion may be as satisfactory as possible, I would much prefer not, 
in anticipation, to enter into details in this House. 


Mr. Joynson-Hicxs: Does the right hon. Gentleman realize the ex- 
treme gravity of the statements which are coming here with regard to labour 
conditions in the New Hebrides, and can he give us any idea when these 
conversations in France are likely to take place or be completed ? 


Mr. Harcourt: I realize the gravity of the reports. I could not give 
any further information as to when the conversations with France are likely 
to take place. Any question on that subject should be addressed to my right 
hon. friend the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 


Sir Wm. Bytes: May I ask whether it was recently disclosed in evi- 
dence in open Court in the New Hebrides that a plantation had changed 
hands, the assets, including implements, cattle, and thirty-three labourers, 
the labourers being valued at £50 each ; and whether a total of £1,650 was 
actually paid for these thirty-three men and boys? * 


Mr. FELL asked the right hon. Gentleman if negotiations are proceeding 
with the French Government for any change in the status of the whole or of 
some of the islands of the New Hebrides group ? 


* See below, p. 18. 








16 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER AND ABORIGINES’ FRIEND. 
Mr. AcLAND: The answer is in the negative. 


Mr. Fett: Is the hon. Gentleman aware of the great anxiety felt in 
Australia with regard to the statements that have appeared in the Press ? 


Mr. AcLAND: Yes, Sir. An answer was given in reply to a private 
notice question yesterday on that subject. There is no foundation for the 
anxiety that has been felt in Australia on the subject. 





February 27. 

Dr. CHAPPLE asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
his attention has been called to the organization of public indignation meet- 
ings in Australia to protest against the alleged partial cession of the New 
Hebrides to France ; whether there is any foundation for the disquiet amongst 
those in Australasia most interested in the islands ; and whether, in view of 
the growing dissatisfaction with the Condominium, and the distrust arising 
in the delay in the negotiations for reform, he will state the nature and the 
stage of the communications with the French Government on the subject ? 


Sir E. GREY: There is no question of cession of the New Hebrides, and, 
therefore, no foundation for the disquiet to which the hon. Member refers. 
As stated in this House on the 12th instant, the question of the steps to be 
taken for the improvement of the Condominium administration is receiving 
the earnest consideration both of His Majesty’s Government and of the 
French Government, but at this stage I cannot usefully make any fuller 
statement. 


Dr. CHAPPLE: May I ask the right hon. Gentleman if he is keeping 
in touch with Colonial opinion in the negotiations with the French Govern- 
ment ? 


Sir E. Grey: I understand that the Government of Australia has been 
in communication with the Secretary for the Colonies, and these communi- 


cations have, of course, been brought under the consideration of the Foreign 
Office. 


Sir C. Kintocu-Cooke: Will the right hon. Gentleman say whether 
the question of the New Hebrides has been mentioned in the negotiations 
pending in regard to the new treaty about to be made between France and 
this country ? 


Sir E. GREY: To what treaty does the hon. Member refer ? 


Sir C. KinLocH-CookE: I refer to the treaty to be made between 
France and this country. 


Sir E. GREY : Well, sir, I am afraid I must ask for notice of the question. 
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March 3. 

Sir C. KINLocH-CooKE asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether any conversations have taken place with France relating to the 
position in the New Hebrides since the last Papers referring to that question 
were laid upon the Table of the House ; and, if so, whether he will consider 
the advisability of circulating further Papers on the subject ? 


Sir E. Grey: I have already on several occasions stated that His 
Majesty’s Government are actually in communication with the French 
Government in order to improve the working of the Condominiun. There 
have been various instances brought to our notice, as is well known, showing 
certain grievances that exist in the New Hebrides. We have asked the 
French Government to confer with us so that the joint administration may be 
improved. If, as I hope, this leads to definite results, I shall be prepared 
to lay Papers explaining them. : 


Sir C. KtnLocu-CooKkE asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
whether since the appointment of the Condominium Government of the New 
Hebrides any suggestion has been made by this country to France for the 
purchase of French rights in these islands, or for the surrender of those rights 
in exchange for compensating advantages in some other part of the world ; 
and, if not, whether he can see his way to advise His Majesty’s Government 
to open negotiations with France for the purpose of making such arrange- 
ments as will lead to the cession of all French rights in the New Hebrides to 
this country, with a view of the administration of the islands being handed 
over to the Commonwealth of Australia ? 


Sir E. GREy: No suggestion of the nature proposed has been made to 
the French Government since the establishment of the Condominium 
Government in December, 1908. I am not aware that the Commonwealth 
of Australia is prepared to entertain a suggestion for the acquisition of the 
French rights in the New Hebrides by purchase or exchange of territory ; 
and His Majesty’s Government have no present intention of asking Parlia- 
ment to vote money for the purchase of French rights in the New Hebrides, 
or to agree to the surrender of British territory elsewhere in exchange, even 
supposing the French Government were prepared to entertain such a 
negotiation. 


Sir C. Kintocu-CooKE: Would the right hon. Gentleman confer with 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, asking him if he would send some 
message to the Commonwealth of Australia to see if they would not accept 
responsibility for the New Hebrides ? 


Sir E. Grey: I gather the hon. Member’s suggestion to be that we 
should ask the Government of Australia whether it would be prepared to take 
over the New Hebrides ? 
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Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE: Yes. 


SirE.GrEy: Wecould not put that, in my opinion, before the Govern- 
ment of Australia without asking them at the same time whether they would 
themselves be prepared to undertake the purchase, or to give exchange of 
territory, and that, of course, opens a very large question. 





March 3. 
Sir WiLt1AM Bytes asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he is aware that it was recently disclosed in evidence in open Court 
in the New Hebrides that a plantation had changed hands, the assets in- 
cluding implements, cattle and thirty-three labourers, the labourers being 
valued at £50 each ; and whether he will say if a total of £1,650 was actually 
paid for these thirty-three men and boys? 


Mr. Harcourt: I am aware that in a case recently before the Joint Court 
it was stated that two French citizens, to whom thirty-three native labourers 
had been engaged under indentures for one year, transferred an estate to an 
Australian Company, a sum of £1,650 being included in the purchase price 
in respect of labour ; and that the Joint Court held, after the completion of 
the transfer, that these indentures had rot ceased to preserve their legal 
force. 


Sir W. ByLes: How does this transaction differ from slavery? And 
is it not in direct violation of Article 43 of the Convention, which pro- 
. hibits the transfer of contracts unless freely accepted by the labourer and 
authorized by the Resident Commissioner ? 


Mr. Harcourt: I suppose it cannot be in violation of the Article, 
because it was a decision of the Joint Committee. 





March io. 
Mr. SILVESTER Horne asked whether, according to the 1906 Convention, 
by which the New Hebrides Condominium was established, the age and 
height at which minors could be contracted was to be immediately fixed ; 
and, if so, whether a standard age or height has yet been fixed ? 


Mr. Harcourt: The New Hebrides Convention did not prescribe 
any age below which minors could not be engaged, but provided that “ chil- 
dren shall only be engaged if they are of a certain minimum height, to be fixed 
by the Resident Commissioners jointly.’ No definite minimum height, how- 
ever, appears to have been fixed, but in the rules subsequently adopted for 
labourers engaged by British subjects it is laid down that no “ native under 
the age of sixteen, or who is obviously physically unfit for plantation labour, 
shall be recruited for labour.””’ The French Resident Commissioner was 
instructed to apply the Convention rule on the subject in such a way “ as 


— 
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to prevent children from being recruited before the age at which their 
strength is fully developed, so as to fit them for their work—in fact, 
generally speaking, before the age of fifteen.” 


Mr. EpMuND Harvey : Havethe Colonial Office given instructions to the 
British representatives to take steps to get the conditions fixed so as to 
prevent children being recruited during the eight years ? 


Mr. Harcourt: The instructions to British subjects are perfectly clear » 
if the hon. member wants any further information as to how the instructions 
apply, I shall be glad to give it. 


Mr. SILVESTER HoRNE asked whether natives in the New Hebrides 
against whom charges have been made are frequently arrested, detained, 
and treated as convicts pending trial, the sentences being often of shorter 
duration than the time already served; and whether many natives so 
detained have died before being brought to trial ? 


Mr. HARcourT: My attention has been drawn to the fact that certain 
natives of the New Hebrides were arrested and detained for several months 
pending trial by the Joint Naval Commission in December last, and that 
in some cases the sentences were of shorter duration than the periods of 
previous detention. I have seen a statement that some natives have died 
while awaiting trial. His Majesty’s Government are considering what steps 
can be taken to prevent the repetition of such occurrences. 


Nii AE eae March tit. 


Sir WILLIAM By Les asked the Secretary of State whether the New 
Hebrides Convention prohibit in Article 43 the transfer of labourers from 
one employer to another in consideration of a cash payment and without 
the express consent of the labourers so transferred ; and whether a recent 
decision of the Joint Court is a violation of this Article. 


Mr. Harcourt: Article 43 of the New Hebrides Convention provides 
that no transfer of a contract of engagement shall be permitted unless 
freely accepted by the labourer. In the case referred to by my honourable 
friend the Joint Court was, I presume, satisfied that the transfers were 
freely accepted by the labourers in question. 


March 12. 





“Sir Witt1AM By es asked what is the respective proportion of cases 
brought against British and French subjects before the Joint Court in the 
New Hebrides ? 


Mr. HarcourT: From April 10, 1911, to November 15, 1912, the 


~ accused in cases before the Joint Court were of French nationality in seventy- 


eight cases, and British in twelve. These figures do not include civil cases. 
Later statistics are not. available, 
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PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. March 2. 


Mr. Hoare asked whether the Reverend Mr. Bowskill, at the request of 
the Portuguese authorities, risked his life in going out to meet the rebel 
leaders who were attacking San Salvador; and whether Mr. Bowskill 
demanded that before doing so the request should be made in writing ? 


Mr. ACLAND : We have received copies of letters written by Mr. Bowskill 
in December, extracts from which have appeared in the Press. It would 
appear from them that the statements in the hon. Member’s question are 
correct. 


Mr. Hoare: Is the statement in The Times to-day correct, that this 
dispute had no connection with the administration of the labour regulations ? 


Mr. ACLAND: We are not informed about that. 


Mr. Hoare asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether the 
British Consul-General at Boma is within easy reach of San Salvador, the 
post at which the Rev. Mr. Bowskill is under arrest ; and, if so, will he 
consider the advisability of telegraphing instructions, either to the Consul- 
General at Boma or to the Vice-Consul at Leopoldville, to proceed at once to 
San Salvador to institute a full inquiry ? 


Mr. AcLAND: His Majesty’s Consul at Loanda has been instructed to 
ascertain as quickly as possible the grounds of Mr. Bowskill’s arrest, and the 
causes leading to it. He is also to inquire as to Mr. Bowskill’s whereabouts. 
His Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon has been instructed to inform the Portu- 
guese Government of the serious impression which will be created by the 
arrest, and to ask them to ascertain and inform him of the facts, and, pend- 
ing an inquiry, to have Mr. Bowskill released. I have also asked the Portu- 
guese Government to afford facilities to the Acting British Consul at Boma, 
who has been instructed to proceed at once to make inquiries on the spot 
into the circumstances of the arrest, and furnish a full report. I have just 
heard from Lisbon that instructions have been sent to afford all facilities 
and every assistance to the British Consul. 


We have to-day received a telegram from His Majesty’s Consul at 
Loanda, stating that at the telegraphic request of the head of the mission at 
Matadi, on February 25, he informed the Governor-General, who immediately 
telegraphed through the Administration at Noqui to the Governor of the 
Portuguese Congo, who is on his way to San Salvador, for an immediate 
explanation of the arrest with instructions to liberate Mr. Bowskill imme- 
diately unless there were strict legal reasons for his detention, in which case 


the entire responsibility for the detention would be on the Governor of the 


Congo. Mr. Hall Hall adds that a reply is expected about March 4, owing 
to communications with San Salvador being interrupted. 
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Sir J. D. Rees: Are not the good offices of the British Foreign Office in 
a case like this conditional upon the abstention of the reverend gentleman 
from interference in Portuguese politics ? 


Mr. ACLAND: The good offices of the British Foreign Office are always 
at the disposal of any British subject who is arrested until we are assured that 
the arrest is in strict accordance with law. 


Mr. Hoare : Is it a fact that the only interference which is suggested 
was at the request of the Portuguese Government ? 


Mr. ACLAND: We do not yet know the circumstances of the arrest. 
We know what happened in December fully from letters which have been 
received, but our difficulty now is to find out the circumstances of the recent 
arrest. 





March 3. 
Mr. SwirT MACNEILL asked whether, having regard to the arrest of the 


-Rev. Mr. Bowskill in Portuguese West Africa, the information in possession 


of His Majesty’s Government is that when the rebels in Portuguese West 
Africa attacked San Salvador the head Portuguese official fled and hid him- 
self in Mr. Bowskill’s bathroom ? 


Sir E. GREy : It would appear from the letters written by Mr. Bowskill 
and communicated to the Foreign Office that on the occasion of the attack 
on San Salvador a Portuguese official did take refuge in Mr. Bowskill’s 
sitting-room. 


Mr. Swirt MACNEILL: And is this the official, who so saved his life, the 
man who has placed Mr. Bowskill under arrest ? 


Sir E. Grey: I am not sure of that. The information which my hon. 
friend the Under-Secretary gave to the House yesterday was that we were 
expecting information on March 4. Inquiries are being made with all 
speed. 


March 5. 
Mr. FERENS asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, 
according to information in possession of His Majesty’s Government, the 
Portuguese official responsible for causing the rebellion by illegal practices 
was merely dismissed, whilst the Reverend Mr. Bowskill, who secured the 
withdrawal of forces and prevented bloodshed, was arrested ? 


The SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FoREIGN AFFAIRS (Sir Edward Grey) : 
As a result of the disturbances in San Salvador in December last the Portu- 
guese Secretary of the Administration of Portuguese Congo was dismissed. 
I am not yet aware of the circumstances in which Mr. Bowskill was recently 
arrested, or what was the nature of the arrest. 
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Mr. Hoare asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether he 
has any further information with reference to the arrest of the Rev. Mr. 
Bowskill ? 


Sir E. Grey: The situation is as follows : The Acting British Consul at 
Boma has been sent to the spot, and is presumably there now. The British 
Consul at Loanda is in communication with the Portuguese Governor- 
General. The Portuguese Governor-General has sent instructions to the 
Portuguese Governor at San Salvador that Mr. Bowskill is to be released if 
possible, and that the Governor will be held responsible if he is detained. 
The Governor-General had expected to receive a reply yesterday, but it is 
supposed that the telegraph has been cut by natives, and I have not yet 
received the information expected from him. 


Mr. JAMES Hope : On what charge was he arrested ? 


Sir E. Grey: I do not know, and I am not sure that the Portuguese 
Government themselves are even certain about the nature of the arrest and 
whether he is really arrested on a charge or simply detained. I have sent 
the Acting-Consul from Boma to the spot, and the British Consul at Loanda 
is in communication with the Portuguese Governor-General to get this 
information, as I want to get to the bottom of it as soon as possible. 


Mr. Hoare : Is there telegraphic communication between the Consul at 
Boma and the Foreign Office, or has it been cut ? 


Sir E. GREY: There would be from Boma, which is two days’ journey 
from San Salvador, to which the Acting-Consul has gone from Boma, and 
until he returns or sends some one back, he cannot actually telegraph from 
the spot. 


March 9. 
Mr. Hoare asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 


he has any further information with reference to the arrest of the Rev. Mr. 
Bowskill ? ; 


Mr. ACLAND: In a telegram dated from Boma, March 6, the Acting 
British Consul reports that Mr. Bowskill, who was at San Salvador, to which 
place the Acting Consul could not proceed owing to the rebellion, would be 
released on the arrival of the Governor, who was on his way to that place 
with soldiers. Mr. Bell adds that the Mission was not considered to be 
in danger. 


Mr. Hoare : Is telegraphic communication now in existence between 
San Salvador and this country ? 


Mr. AcLAND: No, 


on —_— 


oe 


2 


af 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER AND ABORIGINES’ FRIEND. 23 


Sir J. D. Rees: Is there any truth in the statement that Mr. Bowskill 
has been released ? 


Mr. AcLaND: Not to our knowledge. 


March to. 


Sir J. D. REEs asked whether arrangements have been made for the 
release of Mr. Bowskill ? 


Sir E. Grey: A telegram was received last night from His Majesty’s 
Consul at Loanda reporting that the Governor-General had just received a 
telegram from the Governor of the Congo in which he stated that he had 
arrived at San Salvador on February 24, having been attacked three 
times on the way. On arrival he had found the head of the English Mission 
and three catechists prisoners. He had liberated the former immediately 
on parole pending inquiry. There were 600 refugees inside the fortress ; 
the personnel of the English Mission alone had refused to enter. The in- 
surgents had attacked the fortress on all sides on the 25th, as well as before 
the arrival of the Governor, but had been repulsed each. time; on the 
second occasion with heavy loss. The Governor-General stated that he was 
very pleased to know that no British missionary had in any way suffered 
on account of the rebellion. The Acting British Consul at Boma, who, as 
stated in answer to a question yesterday, was prevented from going to San 
Salvador by the rebellion, has been instructed to proceed there as soon as he 
can safely do so, to see Mr. Bowskill, and to report fully on all the circum- 
stances. 


Mr. Hoare : Does the right hon. gentleman know at all the charge upon 
which Mr. Bowskill was arrested ? 


Sir E. GREY: No. Ido not know the charge; that is what I want to 
find out. But I understand from this telegram that he is now liberated. 
I want to know all the circumstances—why he was arrested, the nature of 
the arrest, and so forth ; we cannot be content until we know. 


March 12. 


Mr. Hoare asked the Secretary for Foreign Affairs whether the news 
was correct that the Rev. Mr. Bowskill was to be tried by court-martial 
by the Portuguese military officials at San Salvador; whether the British 
Consul would be present at the trial, and if not, whether Sir E. Grey would 
make representations with the object of having the trial ag ren to a 
place at which the British Consul could be present. 


Sir E. Grey: Shortly, the answer to all the hon, member’s questions 
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is in the affirmative, but I would say that, having specifically received the 
information which the hon. member has put in the question, I sent instruc- 
tions yesterday evening to the British Minister at Lisbon to represent to the 
Portuguese Government that in my opinion it was absolutely essential that 
a British Consular officer should be present at the trial, and that the trial 
should take place before a properly-constituted civil tribunal, and that if 
possible the venue should be changed. I also urged that immediate orders 
to this effect should be sent to the Governor of the Congo direct, as well as 
to the Governor-General of Angola, as communications between Loanda 
and Noqui appear to be uncertain, 
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VIEW OF NOQUI, WHERE THE TRIAL OF MR. BOWSKILL MAY TAKE PLACE, 


RHODESIA. 
March it. 


Mr. SwirT MACNEILL asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
what steps His Majesty’s Government propose to take to secure the repre- 
sentation of the natives of Rhodesia and their rights to the land, in the 
event of the Rhodesian land question of ownership of Rhodesian land being 
brought before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council ? 


Mr, Harcourt: I do not think that there is any need for special repre- 
sentation of the natives, but I am considering the steps to be taken for safe- 
guarding the interests of the Crown and of the natives in the discussion of 
the land question in Southern Rhodesia wane the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council, 
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NIGERIA (FLOGGING.) 
March 12. 
Mr. MOLTENO asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 
a provincial court ordinance had been introduced into Nigeria providing 
for flogging without placing any limitation upon the number of strokes 
which may be inflicted. 


Mr. HarcourT: No, Sir. The proposed provincial courts ordinance 
does not authorize corporal punishment for any offence for which it is not 
already a lawful punishment, nor does it increase the number of strokes 
which may be awarded for such offence. 


Mr. MoLTENO asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he would 
state what are the crimes for which flogging may be administered under 
the new provincial court ordinance of Nigeria. 


Mr. Harcourt: In the Southern Provinces, pending the enactment 
of a criminal code, the law regarding corporal punishment which will be 
administered by the provincial courts is the English law in force on January 
I, 1900, subject to the limitations imposed by chapter xxx. of the Southern 
Nigeria laws. In the Northern Provinces the Northern Nigeria criminal 
code, chapter x., of the laws, governs the matter. 





SIERRA LEONE. 
March to. 

Mr. MacCaLium Scott asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether it is proposed to close the nursing home in Sierra Leone Colony 
to native practitioners possessing European qualifications ; and, if so, upon 
what grounds is this decision based ? 

The SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES (Mr. Harcourt): The 
Government of Sierra Leone have proposed to make a new rule, under which 
private practitioners would not be allowed to treat patients in the nursing 


home at Freetown. This rule would apply to all private practitioners, and 


would not affect native practitioners employed by the Colonial Government. 
The proposal is at present under consideration. 


$$$ > ——_—__— 


THE NATIVE IN PARLIAMENT. 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent. 
SINCE the opening of Parliament, the interest of members in native races has 


been focussed mainly upon two questions: (1) The New Hebrides; (2) 
Portuguese Slavery. 


Mr. Bowskill’s arrest has figured more largely in the Portuguese slavery 
question than the actual condition of the slaves, for several reasons. First, 
because it is fairly well known that when Sir Edward Grey speaks next in the 
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House upon native questions he will make a statement of exceptional impor- 
tance upon the whole subject ; hence, the comparative absence of questions 
upon the Order Paper. But another reason for the prominence of the Bow- 
skill case is that the real cause of this is due to an effort of the Portuguese to 
establish another form of slave traffic, highly organized and under official 
sanction, to supply the labour shortage of the plantations, both on the islands 
and the mainland. This latter situation had already been anticipated by 
Lord Cromer, and to it was due the publication of What is Slavery ? a reprint 
of which, circulated by the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society 
in both Houses of Parliament, created a considerable impression, and, in 
point of fact, prepared the members somewhat for the arrest of Mr. Bowskill. 
It is just possible that Sir Edward Grey will make his announcement on 
Portuguese Slavery and the progress of Mr. Bowskill’s case on the Easter 
adjournment. 


It is of supreme importance not only to securea fair trial for Mr. Bowskill, 
but an exhaustive inquiry into all the circumstances which led up to the 
San Salvador rebellion. The persistence of Mr. S. J. G. Hoare, the member 
for Chelsea, and the incisive questions he has put to Mr. Acland, almost daily, 
have thrown a flood of light already upon the whole situation. Mr. Swift 
MacNeill, by an amusing question, held up to public ridicule the Portuguese 
official who, having by his illegal action brought about a rebellion, bolted for 
safety and hid in Mr. Bowskill’s bathroom ! 





THE NEw HEBRIDES. 


“How does that transaction differ from slavery ?’’ commented Sir 
William Byles upon an admission of Mr. Harcourt that 33 labourers had been 
transferred in the New Hebrides for £1,650, or {50 ahead. In what respect 
this differs from an act of slave traffic every one else is asking, but nobody 
seems capable of giving a satisfactory reply. 


Mr. Joynson-Hicks has been endeavouring to obtain from Mr. Harcourt 
the publication of reports which it is common knowledge are reposing in the 
official archives of both the Admiralty and Colonial Offices ; sooner or later 
some of these at least will become public, and it is a terrible story they will 
tell. Mr. Harcourt on the 25th of July acknowledged to Mr. Joynson-Hicks 
that he realized “ the gravity of the reports,”’ but he still refused to publish 
them. 





Wative Affairs in South Africa. 


WE are glad to announce that at the end of last year a meeting was held at 
Cape Town, at which Senator Colonel Stanford took the chair, as a result of 
which it was decided to form a Society, to be called the Native Affairs 
Society, to watch the national native policy and to further legislation for 
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the betterment of native conditions. The meeting was convened by the Rev. 
Saul Solomon and Mr. Arnold Wynne, at the instance of Mr. R. C. Hawkin, 
a member of our own Committee, who was then on a visit to South Africa, 
who attended and made a valuable speech on the work of the Society, in 
which he asked his hearers to “ share with us some of the responsibilities 
of our trusteeship for the coloured and black races under our influence.” 
Among others who attended the meeting were Mr. Theo. Schreiner, M.L.A., 
Mr. M. Alexander, M.L.A., and Rev. Mr. Robson, some of whom were 
appointed as a Committee for the new organization. Mr. Hawkin dealt 
in his speech with the important question of the native title to the land 
in Rhodesia, and referred to the Protectorates, especially Basutoland. 


Mr. Arnold Wynne said that the new Society was not only intended to 
co-operate with the London body on all matters concerning the native, 
but to assist the administrator in promoting the welfare of the natives, 
not for their own benefit alone, but in the interests of the whole country. 


Our Society cordially welcomes the formation of this organization, 
which it feels is likely to be of great assistance in considering and handling 
questions connected with South African natives and in influencing public 
opinion in the sub-continent on questions affecting native welfare. 


THE NATIVE LAND ACT. 


In our last issue we referred to the discontent existing among the native 
population as to the Native Land Act. A petition has been sent by the 
Rev. J. L. Dube, President of the South African Native National Congress, 
to General Botha, Minister for Native Affairs, from which we make the 
following extracts, as it seems to give a clear statement of native 
objections :— 


You, Sir, are no doubt aware that money now is being raised to send a 
deputation to England to make an appeal to the King against the injustice 
of the Natives Land Act which became law on June 19 of this year, a step 
which you deprecate, as appears from your speeches. You are reported 
to have said that a political question of this kind would be better settled 
here ; with which we entirely agree. But it has been pointed out to you, 
Sir, that we have already done all that we found possible to do with the 
Government here, before the Bill was passed ; but scarcely any notice was 
taken of our representations. 


Now, however, lest it be said that we have not exhausted every possible 
means to get redress of our grievances from the local authorities, before 
sending our deputation to England, we are making this appeal to you, Sir, 
and propose making a final one to Parliament if not successful. 


Your petitioner avers that practically all the well-informed Natives 
of South Africa feel that never under the British flag have they suffered 
an act of greater injustice, and one which is more likely to embitter the 
hearts of the most loyal Native subjects against the Union Government. 
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We make no’ protest against the principle of separation so far as it can 
be fairly and practically carried out. But we do not see how it is possible 
for this law to effect any greater separation between the races than obtains 
now. It is evident that the aim of this law is to compel service by taking 
away the means of independence and self-improvement. This compulsory 
service at reduced wages and high rents will not be separation, but an inter- 
mingling of the most injurious character of both races..... 





ative Races and the “ Dignity of Dabour.” 


AmonGsT the stock arguments advanced by King Leopold and his confeder- 
ates in their piratical enterprise in the Congo was the “ lazy native,”’ and 
premising the indolence of the native, they proceeded to justify their methods 
of teaching “‘ the dignity of labour.” It was the old argument of the South- 
ern planters; it has been a perennial amongst the Portuguese of West 
Africa, and is to-day a prevalent delusion throughout Central and South 
America. Indeed, wherever rapid exploitation of native races is being 
pursued, the “lazy devils’? argument is used in justification of every 
proposal for the adoption of various forms of force, from the lash to the Cepo. 
We have the Royal authority of King Leopold for the following words : 
“You will find the native essentially lazy and indifferent ’’ ; whilst the Presi- 
sent of the Appeal Court of Justice in the Congo said in public that the 
native was “‘ entirely refractory to all kinds of work, only respects the law 
of force, and knows no other persuasion than terror.” It matters little 
whether the labourer be a Creole, an Indian or an African ; the prevailing 
theory amongst a large section of the community, but principally amongst 
an interested section of it, is that the “‘ native ’’ has more than his share of 
inherent idleness, which can only be eradicated by a liberal application of 
the whip or palmatoria, and in many cases the knife and the gun. 


What are the facts? The real colonial objection to the Indian labourer, 
for example, is due to his thrifty and industrious habits ; that he can make 
two sticks of cane grow for the one of the white man ; that he will raise a 
small harvest of rice on a patch of land which the white despises as ‘‘ waste.”’ 
The Creole in the West Indies and the African East and West are replying 
to the allegation by pushing with extraordinary success the growth of 
copra, cocoa, palm oil, and rubber. 


In a recent article in the Economist the writer calls attention to the 
development of tropical agriculture in the British Crown Colonies within 
a period of seven years. He says :— 


“Mr. Harcourt, during the discussion upon the Colonial Office vote, 
gave some striking figures demonstrating the economic success attending 
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British enterprise in the Crown Colonies and Protectorates. Most of these 
colonies a century ago were groaning under the yoke of slavery ; others less 
than 50 years ago were in the throes of barbarism. But slavery and in- 
digenous barbarism have given way to abounding prosperity, for these 
sunny lands are now covered with cotton fields and cocoa-nut groves, cocoa 
farms and rubber plantations. The increase of vegetable exports from the 
British Crown Colonies and Protectorates during the last seven years is told 
in the following figures :-— 


VEGETABLE EXPORTS FROM BRITISH CROWN COLONIES AND PROTECTORATES. 














1905 Igi2 

Ibs. Ibs. 
Cotton 18,000,000 35,000,000 
Cocoa 88,480,000 178,640,000 
Tea 173,500,000 191,544,000 
Tobacco 414,000 764,000 
Fruit 3 $ 611,000 689,000 
Sugar . . ; 2,500,000 2,800,000 
Copra (cocoa-nuts) . 1,300,000 3,300,000 
Palm oil and kernels 2,400,000 5,600,000 
Rubber . 665,000 13,700,000 
£7 890,000 £26,853,000 
Approximate value of cotton, cocoa and tea. 8,590,000 12,106,510 
Sundry vegetable products . i : 3,628,000 8,191,000 

Total i ; : g ; . £20,108,000 £47,150,510 ” 


Mr. Harris, writing in the Contemporary Review of November last, 
dealt with the rapid production of rubber in the Orient. Until the year 1875 
there were no rubber plantations in the Federated Malay States, the Straits 
Settlements, or Ceylon. It was due to that intrepid explorer, Mr. Wickham, 
that seeds were obtained and planted at Kew Gardens under the direction 
of Sir Joseph Hooker, with the result that 7,000 plants were raised and des- 
patched to Ceylon and Singapore. In 1898 the first consignment reached 
Europe, represented by a single ton weight ; in 1912 this had grown to 
twenty-eight thousand tons and British capital invested in rubber plantations 
had reached the figure of {£60,000,000. 


Mr. Harris continued : 


‘“‘ The world’s demand to-day is approximately 100,000 tons, and the 
dominating fact is that the East Indies are about to satisfy that demand 
single-handed, for according to the Special Supplement of the Times of April 
22 last, the estimated harvests of the Orient are :— 


T9A4 , : ; : , ° ; , ‘ ; ig tons 
IgI5 . ‘ ; ; ; . ; : ‘ yah 5, °F i 
1916 . s ; ; s F ‘ , ; . ° 382 S5e- 3: 
1917” ; is - z as ‘ A ‘ P i: Eg Goe-,, 
1918 . ; F : ’ ‘ : 4 3) 257,290 js 


1gI9 , ; : . : j : , , 302,450 4, 
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Mr. E. D. Morel has a striking article in the Nineteenth Century for March 
upon “ Free Labour in Tropical Africa.” Referring to the production of 
palm oil and kernels, he says :— 


“‘ Since then the palm-oil and palm-kernel oil industry has increased in 
enormous proportions. Liverpool, which is the European import centre 
for palm-oil as Hamburg is for palm-kernels, imported 80,000 tons of oil 
last year and 23,826 tons of kernels. Hamburg imported no less than 
256,618 tons of kernels. In the last two years the natives of British West 
Africa have produced palm-oil and kernels to the sterling value of just under 
ten millions, and the fhatives of West Africa under German and French pro- 
tection have produced just under two millions sterling of these articles. 
In the last two years, then, European and American industries have been 
indebted to the West African free producer for £12,000,000 of this particular 
raw material alone.” 


The romance of British cocoa production in West Africa is known in 
some measure to every member of our Society, and Mr. Morel comments upon 
this enterprise as follows :— 


“In 1890 the Gold Coast Administration made up for many political 
errors by a most excellent economic measure. It created an agricultural 
and botanical station in a carefully selected spot, and distributed young 
plants and pods of the cocoa tree gratuitously. Four years later the native 
farmers produced 20,312 Ib. of cocoa, valued at £547. By 1900 the planta- 
tions yielded 1,200,794 lb., valued at £27,280. By 1904 the value of the 
output was £200,025. In 1908 it rose to £540,821. In 1910 it reached 
£864,419. Last year the Gold Coast headed the list of cocoa-producing 
countries with an export of 88,987,324 lb., valued at £1,613,468.”’ 


Mr. Morel says of this achievement :— 


“ Here then is a striking object-lesson of what the West African native 
is capable, working as a trader and a free man. Let us bear in mind that, 
inspired solely by his commercial instinct, he has voluntarily grafted upon 
his usage of, and internal trade in, the product of the oil-palm an export 
trade in the fruit of that tree, with no other assistance from the European 
than a market in which to sell, and, more recently, the creation of rail- 
ways and roads.” 


Mr. Morel says very truly that amongst all the problems of tropical 
administration— 


“‘ One surpasses all the rest in fundamental significance. Is the econo- 
mic future, and, consequently, the racial future, of the tropical African 
native to be one of dependence or independence ?_ In other words, is he to 
exploit the riches of the soil and cultivate the land under his own national 
systems, or is the white man to become the exploiter and the African the 
hired labourer (or the slave) of the more mentally advanced European ? 
Economic in its essence, the problem is, nevertheless, for the white over- 
lords of the African tropics, a problem not of economics only but of morality 
and statesmanship in the true meaning of those much abused terms,”’ 
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Once more the question of “ State control’’ of land is agitating the 
tribes of West Africa ; reports are current that instructions have been sent 
to the Nigerian officials to sound native chiefs as to their attitude towards 
State control. The West African Land Commission is still considering its 
report ; it would, therefore, be premature to anticipate its recommendations, 
but ‘‘ State control’ has always been the corner-stone of African social life 
and custom, if by those words is meant a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people. The African will readily acquiesce in any reasonable 
reform having as its object native welfare, providing it carries with it State 
control in thissense. Mr. Morel, writing upon another African land question, 
once said : “‘ The fundamental principle of a ‘ State’ is the participating of 
the people of the land in the government of their country.’’ So completely 
is this followed in Africa that the Chief himself in many territories cannot 
alienate an acre of land without the formal assent of the tribe. 


The “ State ” control of land in which the African would never willingly 
acquiesce, is control by a form of government in which the natives only possess 
a representation liable under all and any circumstances to be vetoed by a 
temporary executive. It isan unfortunate and, unhappily, a well established 
fact that in almost every British Colony where the native tribes have been 
forced to surrender the control of their lands to the Executive, they have in 
the end suffered the loss of occupancy over very wide areas. It is the same 
story in Rhodesia, in South Africa, in British East Africa, in British Columbia 
and even in Nigeria itself, where to-day the natives appeal almost in vain 
to the administrative officers to assist them in maintaining their sacred 
rights to the land. Those who possess this information, and with due . 
courtesy and respect submit it for the consideration of the authorities, are 
sharply censured for performing what common sense would regard as a real 
national service. It is this attitude which causes, and must continue to 
cause, grave apprehension with regard to any proposal for ‘‘ State con- 
trol”’ unless by “‘ State” is meant a form of administration in which the 
natives themselves have effective representation. 


—— ————$____— 


Fndentured Labour witbin the Empire. 


At a Conference arranged by the Nationalities and Subject Races Com- 
mittee at Westminster on February 17, Mr. Harris was asked to give an 
address on this subject, to which he has devoted considerable study. The 
question is one in which the Society has always taken a deep interest. 


Mr. Harris said that the British system of coolie labour from India is 
sound in principle, but so defective in administration that certain features 
both in India and the Crown Colonies constitute grave scandals. There is 
a growing demand in many quarters for the abolition of coolie emigration, 
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but an exhaustive study of the question in all its bearings shows that the 
cessation of emigration would prove very unfortunate for the Indian Empire 
and the Crown Colonies, no less than for the coolies themselves. It is the 
duty of public opinion to secure adequate reforms, a task in which the 
planters should co-operate, otherwise urgent reforms may be hindered and 
abolition thereby rendered inevitable. 


Owing to the abuses of contract labour in tropical and sub-tropical 
regions, there is an opinion abroad that indentured labour is but a synonym 
for slave owning. It must not be overlooked, however, that there is nothing 
inherently vicious in contract labour—indeed, most of us are in some way 
or other serving under contract ; there are, at the same time, certain features 
which must be observed : First, that the contracted labourer enters into the 
contract of his own free will, and that he understands the terms of the inden- 
ture—the exercise of either fraud or force upon the labourer constitutes, in 
practice at least, action tantamount to slave trading. Secondly, the em- 
ployer must faithfully carry out his obligations under the contract as loyally 
as he demands fulfilment on the part of the labourer. Finally, the admin- 
istration should see that all the obligations of the contract are observed by 
both parties to the indenture. It cannot be denied that in each of the fore- 
going respects the British coolie labour system leaves much to be desired. 


The paper was followed by a discussion. 





—> 


East Hfrica Protectorate. 
REPORT ON NATIVE LABOUR. 





THE report of the Native Labour Commission, which sat from September 
1912, until April 1913, has been published, with the evidence given by 272 
witnesses who represented the views of officials, missionaries, landowners, 
farmers, traders, etc., and natives of all classes. 


The recommendations, therefore, which relate to a large number of 
questions such as the shortage of native labour and its causes, wages of 
labourers, food, and medical attendance, the recruitment and transport of 
natives, indentured labour, native reserves, taxation and squatting, carry 
considerable weight, and would if adopted undoubtedly introduce many 
reforms into the system. We refer to some of the most important sections. 


RECRUITING. 


The Commission held that the existing system of recruiting through 
labour agents—persons who recruit for gain—is bad ; that the chiefs force 
the natives to go out to work either for labour agents or for the Government. 
The Commission recognize that the only satisfactory labour is that which 1s 
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voluntary. Recruiting by professional agents should therefore be abolished, 
and District Officers should be instructed to encourage natives to go out to 
work, labour camps properly managed by Europeans being established at 
suitable centres, to which employers would resort for labour. The Govern- 
ment would not be the recruiter of labour, but the channel of communication 
between employers and employed, and the native labourers would not be 
drafted out to work irrespective of their own wishes as to work, locality or 
employer. All labour obtained at the Camps should be registered. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


The present form of native administration shows many defects, as there 
is a lack of uniformity of policy among officials, some persuading natives to 
go out to work, others discouraging them from it. In the former case the 
chiefs too often employ compulsion in order to secure the desired supply. 
Instructions to officers should be so framed as to ensure continuity of policy. 
Among other recommendations, it is proposed that the duties of officers in 
native areas should be confined to native administration, and to jurisdiction 
over natives. 


A Chief Native Commissioner should be appointed with an adequate 
staff, in order by constant travelling to keep in touch with local conditions, 
also Resident Magistrates, on the lines of the Union of South Africa. 


TRANSPORT OF NATIVES. 


It was recommended that labour routes should be improved from the 
point of view of hygiene ; overcrowding of labour gangs in trains should be 
stopped, as also the locking in of these natives to third class coaches or even 
goods vans, where they are subjected to conditions of heat and cramped 
position which ‘‘ must be well nigh intolerable,” while the sanitary conditions 
are “ unspeakable.” Generally, better accommodation should be provided. 


INDENTURED LABOUR. 


The majority of the witnesses were against imported indentured labour. 

The Commission, however, by a majority recommended that if indentured 

labour, although generally objected to, proved necessary for large works on 

the coast, it should be imported on condition of repatriation being insisted 

on, and legislation being introduced for each separate project. A minority 

of the Commission were in favour of indentured labour being introduced 
without restriction, under conditions approved by Government. 


NATIVE RESERVES AND SQUATTING. 


The Commission pronounced in favour of squatting being encouraged 
in every possible way, on certain specified conditions. They recommended 
the demarcation of undemarcated Reserves with a view to reserving sufficient 
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land for the present population only, and the prevention of encroachments 
on to Crown or alienated lands, the revision of the boundaries of demarcated 
reserves on this principle, and the appointment of a Commission for such 
demarcation and revision. The Commission expressed the opinion that 
individualism was desirable and sure to come, but did not advocate ‘‘ undue 
pressure to hasten the issue.”’ In regard to future individual tenure of land 
by natives, the main recommendations of the South African Native Affairs 
Commission of 1903-5 were adopted. Specially demarcated locations should 
be set aside for de-tribalized natives who should pay rent for their holdings. 
The Commission advocated the opening up of Reserves by permitting free 
ingress and egress, improving means of communication, and stimulating 
trade with the natives. 


DIET AND HOUSING, ETC. 


The Commission was of opinion that both these matters were insuffi- 
ciently attended to, and required legislation providing for the enforcement 
of proper conditions. 


Active ill-treatment by employers was not considered by the Commission 
to be by any means common, “ but wherever it does occur it acts as a deter- 
rent to labour.’”’ One employer who treats his natives ill is said to givea 
bad name to a whole district ; disputes often result from language difficulties. 


TAXATION. 


The Commission was unanimous in holding taxation as a means of 
increasing the labour supply to be unjustifiable ; but a majority recommended 
increased taxation, believing that the natives, owing to their wealth, are 
well able to pay higher taxes on property, which should be based on the 
number of wives ; a minority of the Commissioners, considering that the 
incidence of the tax was not a matter for them to discuss, dissociated them- 
selves from this recommendation, and opposed the principle of a progressive 
tax on the property of one section only of the native community. 


Other recommendations refer to the restriction of the consumption of 
native liquor, the fostering of technical and agricultural education, while 
one paragraph, which we are very glad to note, recommends the abolition of 
free labour on roads and public works under the Ordinances of Igto and 1912. 


“‘ The Commission is of opinion that this form of forced labour is waste- 
ful, that work without pay is liable to create a distaste for work altogether, 
and that the results are of little general practical value. It is therefore 
recommended that roads and other public works in Reserves should be 


constructed by labour paid at the market rate under the competent super- © 


vision of a Technical Department.” 


We have received from one of the Society’s corresponding members in 
East Africa a letter emphasizing the value of the report, which in his opinion 
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is a most interesting and valuable production, upon which he hopes the 
Government will act. He believes that the adoption of the recommenda- 
tions of the Commission will bring about a beginning of better things both 
for the native and the colonist. Another correspondent strongly criticizes 
the idea of cutting down the size of the native reserves ; many of them, he 
says, are hardly large enough as it is, and there is a tendency to deprive the 
natives of their land and sell it to Europeans in order to induce the native 
to become a labourer or a tenant. The native should not be forced to come 
out of his reserves to work for Europeans, especially as the rate of pay is 
only four or five rupees a month. Little by little, our correspondent writes, 
the natives are being allowed to become landless and detribalized. Rather 
they should be encouraged to work in their own reserves; they are not 
idle, for nearly all the exports from East Africa are native’ grown. 


This seems to be borne out by some of the witnesses. One of them 
points out as a reason for not reducing the reserves that the Government 
must look forward to the time when the present reserves would not be large 
enough for the increasing population. Another witness who opposes inter- 
ference with the reserves stated that various tribes had very definite rights 
to certain areas, while the Provincial Commissioner for Nyanza province 
stated that he considered such a proposal a highly immoral one, which would 
cause a tremendous amount of discontent. The evidence of the District 
Commissioner at Nairobi was of similar purport. A large number of the 
witnesses, however, spoke in favour of cutting down the reserves on the 
ground that the natives would then have to go out and work for the settlers. 
Many of the witnesses, official and unofficial, spoke of the present system as 
being practically one of forced labour. 
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German Society for the Protection of Watives. 


Tue German Congo League at its Committee of December 5 resolved upon 
its dissolution, in the face of the better conditions prevailing in the Congo, 
In its place is to be founded a German Society for the protection of natives, 
which regards as its sphere the kindred work of the protection and the uplift- 
ing of all undeveloped races, and, before all, the native peoples in German 
Protectorates. These aims should be followed up by regular reports in the 
organ of the Society (Der Koloniale Rundschau) upon the conditions of life 
and the progress of the natives, and upon the dangers which threaten their 
better condition and their development, through the influence of public 
opinion, through the daily press being in favour of an upright native policy, 
and by the publication of pamphlets, also by paving the way for a good 
understanding of and an adjustment of interests between the ruling white 
race and the natives. 
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The Presidency of the new Society is undertaken by Herr Chr. von Born- 
haupt, Berlin, and the Vice-Chairmanship by the Director of Missions, 
A. W. Schreiber, Bremen. Consul A. D. Ernst Vohsen, Berlin, is Treasurer, 
and Professor D. Westermann, Berlin, Secretary. 


The Committee of our Society has communicated its good wishes to the 
newly constituted body in Berlin, and has received a reply expressing their 
satisfaction at the prospect of co-operation with the British Society, it being 
one of their aims to seek connexion with similar bodies in other countries. 


The Deutsche Kolonialzeitung, commenting in a recent number on the 
formation of the new Society, writes :— 


“The total number of our coloured subjects amounts to twelve 
millions. 

“To remove the injuries which the excrescences of modern civiliza- 
tion have inflicted on these primitive peoples, of weak resistance, both 
bodily and mentally, and to combat diseases which rage in their midst, 
is the aim of the Society. Though the natives doubtless have much for 
which to thank European civilization, yet a strong plea presents itself 
for the necessity of protecting and promoting the welfare of coloured 
peoples.” 


> 
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Wational Free Church Council. 
RESOLUTION AS TO NATIVE RACES. 


AT the recent meetings of the Free Church Council held at Norwich, a strong 
resolution dealing with native race questions was formally moved by the 
President, the Rev. H. Luke Wiseman, and seconded by the Rev. J. H. 
Harris, Organizing Secretary of our Society. The resolution was in the 
following terms :— 


“That this Congress of the National Federation of Free Churches 
desires to place on record its appreciation of the measures recently adopted 
by His Majesty’s Government for the protection of native races from cruelty 
and oppression. 


‘‘ This Congress expresses its profound admiration and appreciation 
of the vigorous instructions issued by Sir Edward Grey to His Majesty’s 
Consuls throughout the world, in which they are called upon to report ‘ the 
existence of labour conditions amounting to virtual slavery or entailing 
the ill-treatment of coloured labourers.’ 


“This Congress welcomes the intimation that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment has under consideration the consolidation and amendment of the 
laws of slave-owning and slave-trading in such a manner as to make them 
applicable to modern conditions, and greatly hopes that time may be 
provided for the passage of the proposed legislation. 
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“ This Congress also welcomes the appointment of a high official with 
four consular assistants to watch native labour conditions in West Africa, 
and trusts that this step taken by His Majesty’s Government will secure 
an early emancipation of the thousands of slaves in Portuguese West Africa. 


“ Finally, this Congress, being of the opinion that the expenditure in- 
volved in taking these measures will be regarded by the nation as a legitimate 
national charge, calls upon the Free Churches to give every support to His 
Majesty’s Government in its determination to maintain the tradition of 
Great Britain as the defender of the weaker races of the world.” 


Mr. Harris, in seconding the resolution, said that native races throughout 
the world owed to Sir Edward Grey a deep debt of gratitude for the efforts 
made by him during recent months to improve their conditions of labour in 
tropical regions. With characteristic foresight Britain’s Foreign Secretary 
had been quietly laying foundations both of policy and administration 
which, supported by an alert public opinion, could not fail to lift the heavy 
burden of injustice and cruelty which is to-day the unhappy lot of native 
labourers in the tropical regions of the African Continent, South and Cen- 
tral America, and the islands of the sea. 


Referring to the arrest of Mr. Bowskill, Mr. Harris said that a year ago 
British public opinion was deeply stirred at the murder by the Portuguese 
of Mr. Douglas, a British missionary in East Africa; now Mr. Bowskill, 
another British missionary, is under arrest. The offence of both these brave 
men is identical, namely, that by their devotion and honesty they had 
earned the respect and trust of the oppressed Africans. When the distracted 
natives of San Salvador found their women being violated, their villages 
looted, their young men carried as slaves to the sugar and cocoa plantations, 
they turned in their distress to the British missionaries, and this is in the eyes 
of Republican Portugal a crime. 


We have pledged ourselves to secure a thorough investigation into the 
cause of Mr. Bowskill’s arrest and to demand the liberation of the slaves in 
Portuguese West Africa. To those who know anything of Portuguese 
administration this is a formidable task, but it is one in which we have a 
right to claim the co-operation of the whole Christian Church, and to suggest 
that once again the Free Churches should give a vigorous lead to the country. 


$$ 


Death of Sir Wi. Dee-eWarner. 


By the death on January 18 of Sir William Lee-Warner, at the age of sixty- 
seven, the Committee has lost a member who was keenly interested in the 
fight against slavery, and had been a supporter of the Society for some 
years, though he only joined the Committee about a year ago. Sir 
William, who retired from the Council of India in November, 1912, had a 
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distinguished career in India, and was well known as an author on educa- 
tional and political subjects, besides holding important administrative posts. 
Sir W. Lee-Warner returned to this country for work at the India Office in 
1895, and was appointed to the Council of the Secretary of State in 1902, 
where, as the writer in The Times tells us, he exercised great influence, and 
was consulted ‘‘ whenever any specially knotty problem, foreign or political, 
required either consideration or settlement.’’ The same authority states 
that he was “ trusted and admired by all four of the Secretaries of State, 
Unionist and Liberal, under whom he served,”’ and in 1911 he received the 
special honour of the G.C.S.I. 


Sir W. Lee-Warner spoke forcibly at the Society’s Annual Meeting in 
1905, and since he joined the Committee he took an active interest in the 
question of the Lushai Hills Bor Slavery in Assam. 


Reviews, 


In FAR NEw GUINEA, 
By Henry Newron.! 


In Far New Guinea is one of the most interesting accounts we have read 
of the island of New Guinea or Papua. Mr. Newton, the author, is a mission- 
ary of the most useful type ; he is evidently as ready at brickmaking or 
repairing. the broken engines of a steamer as at the performance of his 
spiritual duties. In this book there is a wealth of material dealing with the 
manners and customs of the Wedauan people of the island, whilst, at the 
same time, like all tropical books, the pen pictures of local scenery, climate 
and nature’s abundance, prove of entrancing interest to the reader. 


Mr. Newton utters a vigorous word or two of protest against the ‘‘ lazy 
nigger” theory : 


“The men are not lazy ; they may not care for continuous hard work 
of any kind—except in their gardens, for long periods; they lose interest 
and need change—-except again in their garden work. They are wanting in 
sticking power, in application, and this is perhaps the great weakness in their 
characters. The reason for that would require too much speculation to dis- 
cuss now ; it may be that their lives are regulated by custom and tradition 
with no moral force, and so there is no result in moral strength ; it may be 
the enervating effect of climate ; it may be a result of both causes combined. 
As a matter of fact, in all that part of New Guinea of which I know anything, 
the heavy work is done by the men and, so far as physical exertion is con- 
cerned, it is the lighter work that is done by the women.” 


Perhaps it is the fairness of the picture In Far New Guinea that im- 


1 Seeley, Service & Co, 
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presses the readermost. The author faithfully depicts the evil habits and 
customs of the natives, the difficulties and failures of missionary effort, whilst 
even some of the shortcomings of his missionary brethren are frankly but 
kindly pointed out. There is more than one incident quoted which shows 
both the inherent qualities of the New Guinea natives and the loyalty and 
nobleness the missionaries have inspired. Amongst these captivating stories 
none is more striking than that told on page 39, of two mission boys in charge 
of a valuable mission launch : 


“They had been running more than was expected, and the boy was 
probably too lavish with lubricating oil. At all events the supply gave out 
before they got back to Samarai, and it was necessary to anchor the launch. 
While she was at anchor a heavy blow came on when there were only two 
boys on board. One said, ‘ Let us jump for it, we can’t hold on.’ ‘ You 
can jump, I’ll stop,’ was the answer of the boy who was in charge, and he 
went down below to start the engine in the hope of keeping her off the 
shore. His mate jumped, and was washed ashore unconscious, dragged out 
by natives on the beach. The launch broke away and was dashed to pieces ; 
the boy who would not desert his post was never seen again.” 


BLackK IvoRY AND WHITE. 
By H. C. JAckson.* 


THE sub-title of this book, “The Story of El Zubeir Pasha, Slaver and 
Sultan, as told by Himself,” describes its contents, and its object is, in the 
author’s words, “to put on record in English the strange adventures of 
a unique personality.’”’ The chief interest of Zubeir’s life lies of course in 
his connexion with General Gordon, who in 1884, by what he described 
as ‘‘a mystic feeling ” in favour of Zubeir’s being sent to the Sudan, pro- 
posed to appoint this man, admittedly an arch slave-dealer, as Governor- 
General of the country. This proposal the Government of the day declined 
to entertain. The action which was taken at the time by the Anti-Slavery 
Society in protesting against the appointment of this powerful chief, whom 
General Gordon had himself described as having ‘‘ devastated the whole 
country ”’ and “‘ committed the most fearful cruelties,” and as being “ alone 
responsible for the slave trade of the last ten years,” has often been criti- 
cized, especially by Lord Cromer—himself a leading actor in the drama— 
in his book Modern Egypt, and is condemned by the present writer, who 
considers that “‘ the public estimate of Zubeir has been far too much coloured 
by the fulminations of the Anti-Slavery Society.” 


The subject was fully dealt with in an article which appeared in the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter for August, 1908, ¢ and need not be again discussed 


* Oxford: B. H. Blackwell. 
t Series 4, Vol. XXVIII, No. 4. 








40 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER AND ABORIGINES’ FRIEND. 


here. The phrase used by Mr. Jackson gives an erroneous idea of the line 
adopted by the Society in 1883, and we cannot find that he brings forward 
any new fact, or throws any new light on Zubeir’s character which contro- 
verts the view of him then put before the Government. Indeed, we must 
say that the present volume confirms us in the view expressed in the article 
referred to, that the Society in the light of Gordon’s own opinion and of 
the information available, could not, consistently with its character and 
aims, have acted otherwise than it did in regard to the appointment. 


Zubeir’s great natural abilities as a trader, his daring and resourcefulness 
as a warrior, his organizing capacity as a ruler, may all be admitted, but Mr. 
Jackson fully admits that slave raiding formed the basis of his power, and 
the story shows him to have been cruel, unscrupulous, ruthless ; a great 
savage whom his own abilities and favouring circumstance raised to a high 
position, in which he showed some sense of responsibility and self-restraint. 


“War, like greatness,” writes Mr. Jackson, ‘‘ was thrust upon him, 
from the time that he saved the caravanserai of Ali Amuri to the day when 
he laid the great Kingdom of Dar Fur atthe feet of the Khedive. Nor was 
he unworthy to bear the burden of both. That he dealt in slaves may 
once more be admitted: but this fact should not be allowed to obtrude 
itselfso much into the foreground as to hide his many and excellent qualities. 
He may not have been a paragon of virtue, but he was not an epitome of 
all the vices. Faults he may have had—he was but human—yet we cannot 
but admire the pluck that conquered, and the ability that held the vast 
country he brought beneath his sway. 


“Tf, in the hour of triumph, he withheld the destroying sword, and 
refrained from exacting the full toll of the victor, this should be put to 
his credit, and this should be remembered when he is brought before the 
bar of impartial inquiry. That the blood of so many innocent victims 
stains his hands was due far more to the accident of his calling than to 
the fact that he deliberately set before himself the prosecution of a cruel 
and bloodthirsty project.” 


Zubeir, once so redoubtable a figure in the Sudan, was then a feeble 
old man of over eighty, worn by illness. The author has taken his story 
from the account given by him in 1900, and confirmed within the last year 
or two in conversation with himself at Omdurman, when he was well enough 
to talk over his past exploits 
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